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Recenstructlion.

We have, and shall continue to refrain
from all political discussions, as not only
useless, but probably hurtful. We fear the
Southern people have already engaged too
much in political affairs for their own good.
We advised our people to send delegates to
the Philadelphia Convention with many
misgivings, which were made known
through our columus, and only then, be-
canse we knew that it was the wish of the
President and of the conservative people
of the North that we should be represented
in that assemblage. Our people really feel
very little interest in polities, and we do
not know that the press of the South, by
constant discussions of the various ques-
tions which are dividing the present
parties, although the Southern people are
mostly concerned in their final issue, are
conferring a benefit, but rather, by keep-
ing up a useless exciter-ent and distracting
the attention of the people from more im-
portant matters, doing an actnal injury.—
Our people know that whenever the North
honestly desires reconstrnction it will take
place—whenever the Northern people are as
well satisfied that is to their political, as it
is to their material advantage for the South-
ern States to be restored to their rights an-
der the Constitution, a plan founded upon
justice and Jaw will be adopted. DBut
to bring about this desirable state of af-
fairs we are helpless, except by continuing
to perform our duty as citizens. We there-
fore, for these reasons, shall continue to al-
lude to political matters only so far as is
necessary to keep our readers informed of
the news in political eircles, and only
enough for an epitome of the current his-
tory of the times.

It is known that previous to the adjourn-
ment of Congress for the holidays, Mr. Ste-
vens, at the instance of several oplice-kolders
under the present State Government of the
State, introduced a bill into that body for
organizing a new government in “‘ the dis-
trict composing the former State of North
Carolina.” The bill was referred to the
committee on Territories. We cannot tell
why North Carolina was selected as the first
target for Radical malice, unless it was be-
cause President Johmnson began with this
State in his policy of re-construction, and
in destroying the progress made towards
peace and reconciliation, it is desired to ob-
literate in succession and in regular order
each step taken by the Executive.

Mr. Stevens, before the advent of these
pairiotic citizens at Washington, had already
introduced a bill for the demolition of the
Southern State governments, and fearful,
should he wait to reach the North Carolina
““ Enabling Act,” that some other person
might have the honor of “‘re-constructing
the insurgent States,” has engrafted in his
former bill the main features of the North
Carolina bill, which stands first on the cal-
endar, and comes up for consideration as
soon asCongress re-assembles.

We publish this bill in full, as it secms
to form the Radical plank upon the subject
of re-construction. It will be scen that the
oath which Holden, Pool & Co. incorpora-
ted into the original to permit them to hold
office, is extended, in the amended bill, to
voters. We suppose, under ifs provisions,
if Gov. Holden is to be the chiel fugleman
and interpreter for this State, all those who
voted for Mr. Holden in 1864 for Governor,
will be regarded as ‘‘ unmistakably loyal,”
and entitled to all the privileges granted to
the negroes. Of course, if the Southern
States are re-admitted under such an act, it
will be done by the power which the Gov-
ernment possesses, and the States will be
uniled only in name. As we have before
remarked, we do notbelieve that two-thirds
of both Houses will give their support to
such an outrage, which would be necessa-

*y to pass the bill over the veto of the Pre-
sident. Even in face of the late electionsat
the North, we do not think that the people
of that section would sanction it. The bill
is as follows :

A Bill to enable the Siates lately in rebellion to
re?.ln their privileges in the Union.

‘hereas, The eleven States, which Iately
formed the Government called the ** Confederate
States of America,” have forfcited all their rights
under the Constitution, and can be reinstated in
the same only through the action of Congress:
therefore,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America in Lon-
gress assembled, That the eleven States lately in
rebellion, except Tennessee, may form valid State
Governments in the follow manner :

Brc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the
State Governments now existing de faclo, though
illegally formed in the midst of martial law, and
in many instances the constitutions were adopted
under duress, and not sabmitted to the ratitica-
tion of the people, and therefore are not to be
treated as free republics, yet they are hereby ac-
knowledged as valid governments for municipal
purposes until the same shall be dualy altered, and
their legislative and executive officers shall be re-
cogni as such.

EC. 3. And be il further enacied, That the ten
Btates which were lately in rebellion, and have not
been admitted to representation in Congress, shall
hold elections on the first Tuesday of May, 1867,
to choose delegates to a convention to form a
State Government. The Convention shall con-
sist of the same number of members as the most
numerous branch of the Leyislature of said State
before the Rebellion, 1t shall meet at the former
capital of said State on the first Monday of June
of said year, at 12 o’clock noon, with the power to
adjourn from ttme to time, and shall proceed to
form a State Constitufion, which shall be submit-
ted to the people at such time as the Convention
shall direct, and if ratified by a majority of legal
votes shall be declared the Constitution of the
Btate. Congress shall elect a Commission for each
of said States, to consist of three persons, who
shall select or direct the mode of selecting the
election of officers for the several clection dis-
tricts, which districts shal’ be the same as before
the Rebellion, unless allotted by said Commission.
The officer s shall consist of one judge and two in-
spectors of elections and twoclerks. The said of-
fi together with all the expenses of the elec-
tion be paid by the Uni Btates, and said
expenses shall be repaid by said State or Terri-
tory. Each of said officers shall receive £5 per
day for the time actually employed. Each of the
members of said Commission shall receive $3,-
000 per annum, and their clerks $2,000. The Com-
mission shall procure all the necessary books,
stati and boxes, and to make all regulations
to effect the objects of this act. ‘T'he President of
the United States and the military commander
of the district shall furnish so much military
:ld a8 tht.: said Ggmmilal:ionem shall deem

ecessary to protect the polls and keep the peace
at each of the election districts. p]f, by any
means, no elections should be held in any of &na
Iate Statea on the day herein fixed, then said elec-
tion shall be held on the third Mouday of May
1867, in the manner herein preseribed. Returns
of nﬁ such elections shall be © Sai -

E : made to the said Com
missioners, whose certificates of election shall be
prima facie evidence of the fact,

8xc. 4. And be il further enacled, That
who shall be entitléd to vote at bolh of Gald clon:
tions shall be as follows : All male citizens above
the age of 21 years, who have resided one year in
said Btate and ten days within the election dis-

88c. 5. Andbe il
citizen, as used
mean all ons
in the United

]
Jurther enacted, That
int this act, shall be consteen 1
(except Indians not taxed) born
Btates, or duly naturalized, Any

nale citizen above the age of 21 years shall be
snmpetent to be elected to act as delegate to said
convention.

Bec. 6. Andbe il further enacled, That all per-
.ons who, on the 4th day of March, 1564. were of
‘nll age, who held office, either civil or military,
wnder tha government called the *Confederate
itates of America,” or who voluntarily swore a'-
egiance to said government, sre hereby declared
to have forfeited their cit'zenship and to have re-
nounced allegiance to the United States, and shall
1wt be entitled to exercise the eleclive franchise
'r hold office until five years after they shall have
iled their intention or doesgire to be reinvested
with the right of citizenship, and shall swear al-
legiance to the United States and resounee alle-
giance to all other governments or pretended gov-
ernments ; the swid appiication to be filed and
oath taken in the ssme courts that by law are an-
thorized to naturalize foreigners. Provided. how
ever, that on taking the following oath the party,
being otherwise qualified, shall be allowed to vote
and hold oftice :

“T A. B., do zelemuly swear, on the Haly
Evangelists of Almighty God, that on the 4th day
of March., 1881, and at all times {hereafter, I
wounld willingly have eomplied with the reqguire-
ments of the Proelamation of the P'resident of 1he
United States, issped on the S5:th day of Deceomn-
ber, 1863, had a safe opporinnity of so doing heen
allowed ; and that on the said $th of March, 1864,
and all times thereafter. T was onpored to the
continnance of the Rebellion, and to the estab-
lishment of the so-called Confederate CGovern-
ment, and voluntarily gave no aid and comferl
thereto, bui earnestly desived ihe siuceess of the
Union and the soppression of 21l armed resistance
te the governmoent of the United States § and that
I will henceforth faithfaliy s:l{i]mrt the Constitu-
tion of the United States snd the Union «f the
States thereandes.™

8EC. 7. Awnd be i further envefed, That no con-
stitution shall be presented to or acted on by
Congress which denies to any eitizen any rights,
privileges or immunitica which are granted to
any other citizen in the State. All laws shall be
impartial without regard to language, race or for-
mer condition. IT the provisions of this section
ghould c¢ver be sltered, repealed, expunged, or in
any way abrogeied, this act ehall become void
and said State lose its right to be represented in
Con Bress. -

Sec. 8. And be d further enacted, That waenev-
er the foregoing conditions shall be complied
with, the citizens of said BStale nmiwy present said
constitntion to Congress, and if the rame shall be
approved by Congress, eaid State shall be declared
entitled to the rights, privileges and immunities,
and be subject to all the obligations and liabilities
of a State within the Union. No Senator or Rep-
resentative shall be admitted into either House of
Congress until Congress shall have declared the
State entitled thereto.

Apathy of the South,

Between the leisure afforded by the Loli-
days and the dead-lock placed upon the
mails by the inclemency of the weather,
most of the Northern papers, which now Le-
gin to reach us, seem to have occupied the
time discussing the {emper of the Southern
people, vibrating in opinion, even among
the Radieal organs, from extreme and dan-
gerous defiancy to utter and hopeless de-
spondenecy. The latter character, however,
being a new role given to the Southern peo-
ple, we publish entire an article of the
New York Times, based nupon the authority
of the personal observations of a distin-
guished Federal oflicer in the course of an
extended trip through the Southern States,
in which, we confess, much accuracy of
observation is mixed with great errorin|
conclusions. This most probably resulted
from an ignorance of Southern character,
rather than any desire to misrepresent the
feeliugs of our people.

Previous to the war, politics heing as it
were almost a part of the education ol
Southern youths, and Sonthern politicians
oceupying deservedly such a controlling
position in the General Government, made
the impression, and not without foundation,
that our section of the United States fur-

rand interest left to be regulated by the

“Our endless muster--olls, our ecolossal
*“debi, our summoning the negroes to our
““aid, are a satire upon our manhood un-
“‘less the enemy who so long withstood us
“ __an enemy so inferior in numbers and
““every military resource—was endowed
“with great qualities.” That such a peo-
ple are pronounced willing to submit to
any and every iodignity that par-
ty violence and passion areready toimpose,
is not more indicative of their helplessness
than of the subversion of the principles of
a free government.

Relicel of the People.

The Virginia papers are urging upon the
attention of the Legislature of that State,
which re-assembled this weck, after enjoy-
ing the Christmas holidays and attending
to the business necessary upon the advent
of the New Year, various subjects for the
relief of the people of the Old Dominion.
In some of the means proposed, the Legis-
lature of North Carolina has anticipated, in
part, at least, their neighbors of Virginia ;
in others, the questions exciting interest
there and occupying the attention of their
Gencral Assembly, arealso subjects of earn-
est legislution here, and will be the en-
grossing questions for the consideration of
the General Assembly at its adjonrned ses-
sion.

It is urged, in Virginia, that the usury
laws Lie repealed, not modified, as was done
in this State, by the Legislature of 1865-66.
The very great secarcity of money in that
State is explained on account of the
usary laws of the State and the heavy pen-
alty for infringing them. FEvery business
interest is langunishing on account of the
want of capital, and especially is this true
of the agricultural interest. Certainly, if
any property could command money, the

seeurity which farmers can give ought to

In North Carolina, the rate of in. & son of the proprictor of the New York

do so.
terest has been changed from six to eight
per cent. by agreement between the parties,

with forfeiture only of the excess above six |

per cent. when larger intercst is taken. In
South Carolina, by a recent act of their Le-
gislature, the usury laws have been repealed

the opinion of the Supreine Court of the
United States in the case of Milligan vs.
The Military Commission. A dissenting
opinion was filed by Chicf Justice Chase,
with whom were three Justices, but upon
the n:aterial point involved in the case, the
Court was uvanimous. The dissenting
opinion was filed npon the power of Con-
gress (which it never exercised, however,
even in their opinion) to authorize the trial
of civilians by Military Commissions. The
opinion will orly conform with what is
known to every lawyer in this State, to be
sound constitutional law, and is only im-
portunt as the grounds il the conclusion
of the highest Jegal tribuaad in the country.
The military comniission, whose trials and
executions of eivilians, which has now been
pronounced illegul and were a disgrace to
the government, would, under ordinary cir-
cumstances, pever have heen submitted to
by the people of the United States, and
which, had they not been checked by the
wise and timely interference of the Presi-
dent and now entirely destroyed by the de-
cision of the Supreme Conrt, might and
probably would have progiessed to an
alarming degree. Every day, after the pro-
mulgation of this decision, that the con-
finement at the Tortngas of the prisoners
sentenced by the military commission con-
tinues, is a sad evidence of the decadence
of the powers of the judicial department of
government end an alarming proof of the
subserviency of law to the nubridled will of
the populace.

The Yacht Race.)

The basge-hall sensation, the amnsements
of the holidays, and the re-assembling of
Jongress, all pale before the new eause of
excitement at the North. Mr. Bennett, jr.,

Herald, has just defeated, withi his yacht,
Henrietta, two others, the Fleetwing and
Vesta, in a race across the ocean, from New
York harbor to Cowles.  Young Bennett is
consccuently famons—has been admitted
into the Royal presence and been smiled
upon by the Queen, and fvfed by the no-

contract of parties, its price to be determin-
ed by the equitable laws of trade. This. it is
expected, will bring money into the State,
and consequently stimunlate every branch
of industry. So far, the usucy law bhas
formed no part of the legislation of the pre-

scnt General Assembly, and so far as we

know there has been no bill offered intend-
ing any modification or repeal of the law as
it now stands,

A Homestead law isurged upon the con- |

sideration of the Legislature of Virginia
as necessary for the rclief of the people. —
All the new and many of the old States
have reaped great advantages from a home-

stead exemption law, and if people ever re-

gquired this protection in order to cncour-

age them in building and improving homes, |

most certainly do the people of the South-
ern States need them. In the Legislature
of North Carolina various bills have been

nished a greater number and abler publie
men than the North.
blages, in gatherings in the tap rooms of
the hotels, party politics were discussed—
the political orator followed the tax-gath-
erer to the cross-roads mectivgs, and the
people were made familiar with the great
political questions from the lips of the best
speakers and ablest men of the country. -

In this way almost every man, however

In all public assem-

proposed and some acted on adversely. | ). 45 far South as Georgin, on the 27th

Me. Richardson, of Bladen, introduced a
billin the House of Commonsexempting cer-
tain personal property,

Judiciary comwmittee, This bill we have
given in full. Mr. Berry, the Senator from

limited might be his attainments in other
matters, was pretty generally well informed |
on all pelitical questions. The very great|
contrast which is presented by onr puuplv{
at the present time in this respect, is caleu- {|
lated to deceive the Northern sojourner, !
however close may have been his observa-
tions, l

Possibly the politicians, the piess ::n:li—
the Legislatures of the South do not ex-!
press fully the desire for relief from politi-
cal turmoil and execitement felt by thel
masses of our people. Exhausted, im-|
poverished and helpless, their first political |
desire, next to a preservation of their honor,
is repose., But that they care but little |
about the terms of reconstriction that may!
be offered them, or the political form that
their Northern conquerors may impose
upon them, is a total misconeeption of the
feelings of our people, which even the
apathy they evince will not justify. We
honestly believe neither the politicians, the
press nor the Liogislatures express thestrong
determination of the people of the South
not voluntarily, for any political rights now,
or which may hercafter be denied, to ac-
cept the degrading terms already offered
or proposed to be offered them. That we
are unable to resist any outrage attempted
to be perpetrated upon us is true, but that
we will give it our sanction, never.

It may be true, indeed, that the South-
ern people would passively recognize the
authority of an Emperor should Congress
decree an entire change of government, and
if this regal officer should pay respect to
the laws of the country he wounld command
as much confidence as the tliree hundred
Emperors who now govern us with an iron
rod withont regard to law. If the absolute
will of the majority are to govern, if a vio-
lent, resentful mob are to monld the politi-
cal destinies of the South, it were possibly
better that this anthority was vested in one
man.

This distinguished oflicer, we think,
mistook the aversion of the Southern peo-
ple to further political activity on aeccount
of a profennd conviction of its inutility,
from a desire to turn the best talenis from
public life to private business, and from
the natural lassitude that, follows over-ex-
ertion and utter exhaustion, for a leaden
apathy as to their future destiny. If he
were in active service during the four years
of war, he well knows the efforts made by
the South, and can appreciate the necessi-
ty for repose. Says that sterling paper, the
New York World, in speaking of theattempt
made by the South in the war, and the de-
sire of some to reflect upon our failure, ‘A
‘“ more resolute putting forth of moral and
¢* physical energy has never been witness-
“ed. The Greek contemporaries of Mil-
‘““tiades, the Roman contemporaries of
““Beipio, the English contemporaries of
““Cromwell, did not exhibit higher intre-
¢ pidity or a more heroic ardor. We of the
*“ North discredit onr own valor when we

‘“ disparage or belittle that of the South.—

Orange county, bas a homestead bill before

and comes up first on the re-assembling of |
the Legislature, being the special order for
the 22d of January, the day of meet-f
ing. We shall in a day or two give the
leading featuves of this bill, in connection |
with that of Mr. Richardson’s.

The **Stay Law” is also a matter of|
interest to be counsidered, in connection |
with the subject of the relief of the peo- ;
and we propose to glve our readers, |
in a future nun:ber, a coneise statement of |
the stutus of this question before the Legis- |
lature, asa bill has passed the House of |
Commons changing somewhat the ordi-|
nance of the Convention, and is now in the |
hands of the Judiciary committee of the!
Senate.

These subjects, with that of establishing
schools for the benefit of poor children,

ple,

named therein, |
from execution and providing a homestead, |
| which passed that body after much able dis-
enssion, and is at present before the Senate |

| part of the State of New York, and as

| St. Louis and westwardly.

bility. Under the strong influence of his

' »~ L
success and the champagne of “my lords,”

' he has challenged the English and the restof
| maunkind for a race. At a dinner given by
| Lord Liennox, His 1 yal Highuess, Prince
| Alfred, the Duke of Ldinburg, at the re-
quest of his mother, accepted the challenge
of Bennett, and in August next they sail
around the Isle of Wight, for o prize of
The Duke will sail
We wish luek

one huudred ponnds,
his own yaelit, tiiwo Viding.
to the Yanlkee yacht.

It is sagely hinted that if Coumodore
MeVickar, of the New York Yacht Club,
will resign or die, no preference seems to
be expressed, that it will wot be hard to
name his suceessor.

The .'.'"tlll.iVl'.hli!lln-.

We are beginning to receive acennants of
the territic snow storm which raged over
nmost of the States North of s and extond-
and 28th uit, The gale was of great fury,
and was attended in some places with faial
results io life and property.  The snow in
some portions of the Northern Stufes was

| of great depth, and the fury of the winds

drifted it about fearfully. In the upper

far
South as Albany and Troy, the storm was

. | the severcst experienced for twenty years,
i the Senate, having passed throngh two|
readings, and received a consideration of |
several days’ session on its third reading, |

the drifts on the railvoads being higher
than the From New York
City along the Hwdson and up inte Canada
the fall of snow wus the greatest, but the

li't'ﬂllltll 1\ s,

fury of the hurricave extended throughout
tho entire Northern States and as far West
as St. Liouis.  The snow was only one inch
deep at Boston—very hittle in - Philadelphia

{and nons in Washington, Louisville and

The mails have
been greatly delayed by the storn.

The Bingham Schonl.

We are under oblisations to ("ol Wi,
Bingham, for a eatalogne of the Bingham
School from 1861 to 1866, 1nelasive.  Dure-
ing the past year the nnmber of students at
this fine institution was 76, an evidence of
merited popularity. We suppose that the
number this year will be mueh inereased,
as the people are recovering more and more
from the effects of the war. Our people

embrace the great questions of legislation | gre fully impressed with the importance of

which will occupy the time of our General
Assembly when it re-assembles, relating di-

a desire to acguaint our readers with the

various propositions, and in order that the |

positions taken by their immediate repre-|
sentatives upon their return to Raleigh may
be understood, we shall, before that time, |
refer to all these matters in detail. !

Attempt to Assassinate a Brigadier of thel
Freedmen's BEureau.
BavTrmvore, Jan. 1.

A private letter from Raleigh, N. C., gives the
particnlars of an attempt there on the 13th ulti-
mo to assassinate Brevet Brigadier General Bra-
dy, of the Freedmen’s Bureau, by a man who
openly proclaimed his intention in the different
drinking saloons of the town, saying he had come
to have his revenge for the treatment he received
during his imprisonment on charge ofbeing a spy,
alleging that the parties to whom he alluded had |
treated him badly while a provost marshal. |

The man called at the private residence of Gen.
Brady, and as he entered his room turned the key
and scized Brady by the throat, drew a pistol, and
avowed his purposs to murder him. A fearful
struggle then ensued. Brady called for help, bat
his cries were unheard. Finally, the assassin said
he perceived Brady was a Mason, and promised
his intended victim if he released his hand, in
which he held the pistol, he would make no fuar-
ther attempt on his life, At this moment the pis-
tol dropped on the floor, and the man availing
Limself of the ¢xhanstion of Brady, unlocked the
door and escaped. The civil authorities of Ral-
vigh, it is said, refused to take action in the mat-
ter, and the desperado is still at large.

By just such silly and ridiculous canards
as the above, is political capital manufac-
tured against us at the North., There are

men in the South, beingin the pay of North-
ern editors and politicians, who not only

incorrectly report every little disturbance,
and give it a political and sectional appear-
ance to our injury, but frequentlv, from the
orderly conduct of our people, are forced
to manufacture a story like the above, in
order to keep the flame of prejudice alive.
All fair-minded men should frown down
such mean and contemptible efforts to ar-
ray the people of one section against those
of the other, and we hope Gen. Bomford,
who is represented fo us as a high-toned
gentleman and gallant officer, will give the
weight of his name to seal such a base cal-
‘'umny against the law-abiding people of

k Raleigh.

rectly to the relief of tlLe people, and with |

educating their children, and the merito-
rious Schools and Colleges at the South
will always e well sustained.

We refer onr readers to the advertise-
ment in another column, asto the time
for the opening of the Spring term of the
Bingham School.

Labor in Edgecombe.

We learn from a private letter from a
friend, that negroes in Edgecombe county
refuse, in many instances, to work for $15
per month and rations, under a manager,
being desirous of farming on shares, where
they can do so without amanager over them.
And on the otlier hand they prefer to work
for wages without a manager than npon
shares under one. The Nash farmers are
offering #12 per month, without success,
and it is thought many of these laborers
will drift into Edgecombe.

Savizes Bang.— Mre. . W, Fanning, Caslicr of
the Bavings Bank of this city, adverlises that a
meeting of the Stockhelders of that institation
will be held at the ot:ice of Alfred Martin, Esq., en
the 15th inetant. '

We trust that the Stockhiolders when they ae-
semble will take into consideration the vropriety
of re-imbursing depositors who placed mouoey in
the coffers of the Bank, and thalt such measures
will be adopted as will lead to this resnlt. Mot a
few deposits formerly placed in the bank, were
made in gold, for which the depusitors have not
been enabled t~ receive any benefit whatsoever,—-
There are others who are actually in want, and to
whom the refundiong ot their money would preve
the means of sncecor from distress.

Destitute Travelers,
So many destitute travelers pass thirough
Chattanooga, who spend the night huddled
together promiscuously, without either bed-
ding, fire or food, at the Union passenger
depot, that the Nashville and Chattanooga
rai company proposes in conjunction
with other roads, centering at that point to
ereet buildings, fit them up with all need-
ful appendages, purchase food and have
cooks to prepare meals and watchmen to
keep up fires throughout the night, andin
this way relieve to a considerable extent
the suflering e: perienced by traveling des-
titutes.

Important Decision of the Supreme Court. !

We publish to-day alengthy extraet from ;

From the Richmond Examiner, Jan. 3.
Relief for Jefferson Davis and Family.

The annexed correspondence, published
in the Norf-lk Virginian. we cheerfully
copy, to the end that the sentiments there-
in ex may set on foot a movement
among our citizens which will result in the
full attainment of the object sought :

** NatroNAL HoTEer, !
“* NorroLk, December 24th, 1866. §

«Mrs. A. I, Leonard : .

¢ Respected Madam— By the enclosed printed
letter, tuken from the Eichmond Enquirer of the
22 inetant, yon will perceive thst, rome weeks
ago, messures were commenced in Texus to raise,
by general subscription, pecuniary aid for the
family of that pure and noble man who now lan-
guishes in an American bastile, the ‘vicarious
gufierer’ for the South. . .

“tTue letter referred to and the procecdings in-
sugurated nnder it in Texas will, I trost, be re-
garded as conatituting sufiicient apology (if apol-
oey be needed) for my asking the privilege of be-
inz permitted to co-uperate with the Texans to

From the Valisbury old North State.
Col, Hall'y Specch.

We are indebted to Col. E. D. Halil for a
| copy of the Wilmington Jowrnal containing
his speech in the Senate on the resolutions
aflirming the loyalty of the people of North
Carolina. We intended to publish a por
tion of this speech, but daring our absence
it has been mislaid so that we cannot
find it. .

Col. Hall frankly admits that he was an
original secessionist and assumes his part
of the responsibility for the war. We know
that he was & gallant soldier in the Confed-
erate army, and honestly and manfully
stood by lis prineiples to the last. When
he surrendered and took the oath of am-
nesty he did so honestly and in good faith,
and, we doubt not heis as loyal to the
government of the United States to-day as
any man in the State. He is very severe

the extent of the enclosed sum of money now pre-
sented as my contribution (for ten mouths in ad-
vanee) on the basis propused in the Texas letter

“Knowing of 1o organization in thix State for
this object, and contributing ss a Virgiaian, I
think it wenld be more appropriate (regarding
vou as Treasurer for Virginia) to place my ofler-
ing in your hands, then to gend it all the way to
Texas ; and I beg, therefore, that yon will do me
the honor to take charge of and apply it

*“ Until 1 gaw the lotter in the Enguirer, I knew
not thet the situation of Mr. Davis® family called
so imperatively for aid firom the Sunthern pecple?
* * = & t 3 -

71 have the honor to remam, madam,
“ With much respoct,
“Yaour obedient servant,
“CoarLes Hagnis.”

) [ANSWER.]
‘* NorFoLE, VIRGINIA, 2ith Dee., 1866.
““Crarces IHannis, Eeq.:

¢ Esteerned Sir: 1 nave the pleasare of ae-
knowledging the receipt of your fecling letter f
this morning, enclosing ten months’ sabseription
on the plan you propose, for the benefit of Mr,
Davis, now incarcerated in a military prison.

‘It will gratify me to hand the amouot of your
subseription (£10) to Rev. O, 8. Barten. pastor of
Christ Church, Nomfolk, who will, 1 doubt not
have an opportumity of applving it toward the
landable end von have in view,

“ Respeetfully and trnly yours,
O, LEoNARD.”

The letter referved to by Mr. Huairis, is
signed a **Sonthern Sister,” and sets {orth
the faet that a private letter from Mrs, Da-
vis to a friend in Texas reveals the sad in-
telligenece that her husband’s finances are
very limited. :
gests as a means for the relief of the distin-
guished sufferers, that the ladies of every
neighborhood coutribute cach not more
than one dollar ncr less than twenty-five
cents. 'The following extract will be read
with interest :

“Mrs. Daviy was answering a plain question
her fricud had asked her concerning her finances.
¢ By using tho strictest economy,” wrote she, ‘we
see our way clear for the next thres months—be-
voud that all is dark! Having to maintain two
honscholds—my mother and children in Canada,
and my husband and younger children here, For-
fress Monroe—imny expenses are necessarily and
nnavoidably great, in spite of the rigid economy
1 exercise.  You are aware that we have not one
dollar save that contributed by our friends. You
have been here, and algo know that not oue dish
gocs upon Mr. Davis’ table beyond the strictest
prison fare that is not paid for ont of our own
tml'.«:-: 1 he papers assure the world that my hus-

mnd is well taken care of ; but they do not say
that it is his own people who thns keep Lhim  from
want.” "™

Important (iftrue) fromn Washington.
Correspondence of the Baltimore Gazette,

Wasminaron, Jui. 1.—T have it upon
nndonbted anthority that Senator Fessen-
den has, within a day or two, emphatically
declared his opposition to all schemes hav-
ing in view an alteiapted foreible disor-
canization of the pre-ent State Govern-
ments in the unrepres (ted States. The
utmost extent to which he will go, when
the adoption of the constitntional amend-
ment shall have been shan to be impossi-
ble, will be to give his assent to an act of
Congress proposing a plan to those States
by whiely, if adopted Gy them, their inter-
rupted relations to the Federal Govern-
ment wmny bo fully re-established, It is
understood that these views, which utterly
discard the idea  of tevritorializing those
States, ure conceurred in by Senators Fos-
ter, Sherman, Cragin, Fogg, and perhaps
athers,

In barmwony with the above distinet faet,
I may mention the report that even the
committee on Territories in the Honse will
report i bill recognizing the validity of the
Southern State Governments, hut propos-
ing & means (doubtless nnaceeptable) by
which they may be restored to representa-
tion. The truth is that the whole present
policy of the Radieals, as I have had ocea-
sion before to remark, can be snmmed up
in a single word—lelay. They have not
put any of their threats of impeachment,
npsetting State governments, and the like,
into practice.

It 1s among the wounders of this ¢ en-
lightened age,” that the philosophers, who
rule the roast in the halls of legislation at
this capital have so little foresight as not to
have anticipated the obstructions their
schemes arc encountering at every turn.—
The utmost surprise is constantly expressed
in Radical politieal cireles that they are
hemmed in by the guards which the fram-
ers of the Constitution provided expressly
to prevent the very things they meditate.

They desire to concentrate in Congress
the whole power of the Government. The
first obstacle they perceived was the Exec-
utive. They were astounded, their utmost
ingenuity was vainly taxed to overcome the
impediment, and they finally fell back up-
on mere abuse and threats of impeachment.
Before finully resolving, however, upon
breaking down the Presidential office by
this summary process, they encountered
another branch of the Government—the
Judiciary—and are again surprised and ap-
palled at the obstacle-—and straightway
puzzle their poor noddles to **invent”
some ingenious contrivance by which the
formidable ““lion in the path” may be
either *“ got around ” or “‘scared off.” At
this very moment, while I am penning
these lines, numberless coteries of Radieal
politicians throughout this metropolis are
busily engaged in discussing a thousand |
different means of abolishing the Supreme
Court by Congress. One would think, while
listening to these wiseacres, that the great
body of the present ‘‘governing class”
never knew or had utterly forgotten so plain
a truth as that the Executive and Jn«liciw
ry are co-ordinate and independent de-
partments of this Government, and that
t%le President orthe Judges of the Supreme
Court have precisely as mueh authority to
abolish Congress as Congress has to abol-
ish cither of them.

Pardoned Confederates

Wasninaron, Jan. 1.—The list of the
pardoned Confederates is completed and |
will be sent to the House Monday. It con-
tains 295 names from the following States ;
Alabama, 33; Arkaunsas, 29; District of |
Qolumbia, 20 ; Florida, 8; Georgia, 18 ; :
Kentucky, 12 ; Louisiana, 21; Maryland,
35 Mississippi, 15; Missouri, 9; North |
Carolina, 17 ; Sow«th Carolina, 21 ; Tennes- |'
see, 15 ; Texas, 13; Virginia, 48; West |
Virginia. 9. This does not include the
$25,000 pardons,
Ben, Wade and the Men in Gray.

'\\'e learn that it is not true that Ben.
“ndq refused to march behind the ex-rebel
men in gray, who composed the escort in
New Orleans to the congressional railroad
excursion party, unless they wonld severally
take and subscribe to the iron-clad test
oath. It is not trae cither that the ‘““man
m gray ” who “‘attempted to assassinate
old Ug:ﬂ:e Bgn, in this city, was one of the
commi of arrangements i
Senator and his radigca.l frieu?l(;. oy

Washington Republicun.

i P-?dulrlan r:;t. '
CHARLESTON, Dec. 21.—Sheppard has
successfully accomplished the feat of walk-
ing 100 miles in succession, and has won

the wager. ]

‘ |

The correspondent then sug- |

| Loouisviltle

upon that class of men who were at first

Jjonfederate cause, but afterwards aban-
doned it in the hour of its peril and now
elaim to have been all the time Union men
and clamor for the proseription of a large
number of the people of the State beeause
Lof their participation inthe rebellion. This
| elass of men he denounces as ** traitors to
their own treason.”

Bat there was another class of Union
| men for whom he entertained very differ-
| ent feelings. I'or those Union men who

stood firmiy by their principles during the
twar—who had been consistent—he enter-
| tained the highest respect. He admitted
l that during the war when passion was at a
{ white heat full justice hadd not been done
[them, but since the war had elosed, he said,
| the people of the State had extended to
| them agnin their acenstomed confidence,
|mul that all were now loyal to the national
\{_,"i.l\'(‘l‘l‘ltuvllt. For proof of this he appealed
| to 1that class of Union men themselves.

i As he sent us a copy of his speech, we
teannot but regard it as an appeal made to
[ oursell as one of that elass, and we have
I too much respeet for Col. 1Hall not to re-
{ spond.

We believe, with Cal. Hall, that the
| great body of the people of North Carolina
lare loyalty disposed to the Government of
[the United States.  We believe that all
lidea of a seperate government has been
abandoned by them forever. We believe
that they regard the guestion of seecession
{us settled finally apd forever by a mode of

sdeeision from which there is no appeal. -

| We believe that they can now be trusted |
[ by the I'ederal Government, and that by |

trastiog them it will make them its friends.
| We believe that the heaviest blow which
(the Union men of this State have ever re-
ceived has resulted from the action of Con-
| gress in not admitting the Sonthern States
| to representation in Congress ab once upon
'the re-orgauization of the State govern-
ments by President Johnson.,  If this had
been done, the Union men—he true Union
| men.—those who never faltered in their

" : = |
| devotion to the government of their fathers

| —wonld be held in mueh higher estima-
| tion in the State than they now are. The
| reason is obvious. They could then have
| pointed to the liberality, magnanimity and
beneficence of the goverument of their
| choice as a reproach to those who had en-
| deavored to break ic up.  Tostead
they are themselves taunted by thier foimer
lopponents with being subjected by that
govarnment to the indignily of

'make any satisfactory defence of it.

Yet we believe that most, if not all, of
that cluss  of Union men appealed to by
Col. Hall possess the coutidence and re-
spect, 1f not the esteem, of every high-mind-
ed and honorable man in the State. And,
(however they way stand in publie favor,
candor compels us to say that to the ex-
| teut of our information, and in our opin-
1on, 7o Union man has been perseented in
' North Cavoline. for lus political opinions
since the close of the war, 1t is trne that
they are sometimes sneered at by a few con-
ftemptibile seribblers and witers who are
unworthy of notice, but whose prostitutions
of the liberty of the press are falsely held
‘up at the North as the reflex of public senti-
pment at the South. We allude to sueh ed-
itors as declaved or allowed others to de-
clare, throogh their columns, that any
man  who conld take the test oath,
howerer  honestly  or conscientionsly  he
Llli;_"ilt. be alie to do Wi :l.ll infa-
wous scoundrel—such as have no respeet
for an inflexible adherence to prineiple in
an opponent, und who ealled wpon the
government of the United States to send
discharged federnl soldiers here to fill the
oflices now held by such.
however, AT Lelieve, represent no body

Anale

50,

held up to the merited scorn, contempt and
ilu“glulﬁnu of an l“lT!'Zl,‘.{t'll l'l‘“i‘l‘-‘-

[t 13 with much pleasure that we note the
fact that almost every gallant soldier of the
Confederacy, like Col. Hall, fally appreei-
ates that honesty of parpose and. devotion
to principie in consistent Union men which
prompted the former to hazard their lives
i defence of their own.
war men as skulked the fight, or who re-
signed their commissions in the army nnder
threats of conrt martial, that now sueer at
honest Union men. They arve like the lit-
tle animal called skuuk, (vulgarly known as
the pole eat) whick injures only by the foree
of ils owa intrinsic filth,

Methudist Episcopal Charch, South

We give below, as a matter of publie in- |

terest, the state of the vote upon the con-
stitutional changes proposed for adoption
at the last General Conference, viz:

lesislative assemblies

of the Chuarch. It will be seen that the

'sentiment in favor of these changes is im- |

mensely preponderant, but as the General
Conference required
three-fourths, it may yet be lost :

Chango of Name.
sentation.

Ayes,  Noes, Aves,  Noes,
.45 7 47 4
a1 aq 10
30 41) 10
12 19 19

8 2% i
19 1 29
(1)) | (s
Hil 20 0
() .13 4 (o

th i
[}

Kentueky. ..o . ...
ala Sivere TS A
Missouri.. ... .o lld
St Louis. ... .aun 28
Arkansas. . L
Little Rock. .. .24
Indian Misson 7
Texas
West Texas. .23
East Texas. PRt
Northwest Texas. . ... ..
| 17T 07 [ A |
Virginia 61
Western Vir rinia 15
North Caro: i
Holston ... .. 5 |
Tennessee. . .. ......02
Memphis............. 75
Mississippi ... }
Mobile...............
Georgia ey ST o=
Montgomery
Florida. . ..

South Carolina......

SR |
27
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41
104 102
1065
46

11414

1037
J00
111427

350§ 353!

The Columbia Cunfércucn castiukg about
12 votes, the Louisiana Conference casting
about 75 votes, and the Baltimore Confer-
ence casting about 100 votes, as yet to be
heard from. Itis believed that the first
and last named will be unanimous for both
changes, but everything seems to indicate

|

that & majority vote of the Louisiana Con- |

ference will be cast against them.

A Texas paper states that ex-Sheriff Lan-|
ham, of Harris county, who recently left

his own white wife and ran off with the
black spouse of a negro neighbor has been
arrested and sent back to Houston.

A woman traveling on the cars in Con-
necticut, on

population at Plai junction.

oud in their protestations of zeal for the|

of that|

“ taxation |
| without representation,” and are unable to |

Such ereatures, |

but themselves, and sooner or later will be |

It is mainly such |

the |
change of name to the * Lpiscopal Metho- |
dist Chureh,” and the introdaction of lay |
| delegates into the

a majority vote of |

Lay Repre-

From the New York Times, I~ 9
A Conguaered People.

An officer of high rank and eminent o
tinetion, who has recently returned 1 4,
leisnrely tour which hLe haud oceasion
nndertake through the Southorn -1t
far as Mississippi has  desepilied 1o 1
profound political indifferenec  nnd .
apathy of spirit and supiveurss ot fioli,
that he found to exist among the oy
the South. )

The Southern politicicns may be
whole placid enough in their ty el
tone. The Southern newspupers o Eren
eral thing may be temperate cnonch
their utterance. The Soutiern Lewislitn
may have expressed their deep doive 10,
peace, quiet and concilintion, bLut o).y
the politician, the journalist, noy 11,
islative bodies give a representution o ¢
cll-controlling and inecprressille desive 1l ;
isls winong the _(ﬂ't'r:( /:ruh; aff the Soutlivemn j
ph‘—ﬂre planters, the frn}';.-.a},n iple, the Lrede s
de. --_fUl' relief from politiead turmaoil v
citement. They have littie core about e le,
of reconstruction et may be offered thew
the political forms that their Northevi cong o
ors may impose upon them, I they love o
desire at all that theold orderof things nyn
berenewed, as farasthat is now possilile, it
mainly becaunse the pre-revolutionary or p
Confederate customs and traditions L,
still a hold upon them. Buat if it be th
determination. of the North to reduce tl,
once proud and powerful Staies of tle
South to a territorial condition, or to
ern them by military power exclusively, t
bulk of the conquered people will recoive
the knowledge of the fact with som thing
very like entire nnconcern, and wil succih
with only the feeblest of protests  Nay, i
l]ﬂ' (‘()?ifjr’r‘.\':; crl ”"ﬂ.\‘l’a .!'n_t_.ffuu were (o ilecs il
entive change of goverament, awd o proclai
il 'J':"':';m’ o7 inr}a(’}'iuf order t:,l" /!}rﬁ:!s far
South, the dispirited pecple wonld passirvely
least recognize the Fmperor, and wovld mo,
nol even a slow r:lf resiglance (o (fn'_ﬁ wree 1wl
they have already acknowledged to be supre
over them. 'The fact is, in brief, that they
are thoroughly disgnsted with politics, poi-
iticians, and all the political pretensions
and pretenders which have wronght them
out such grievous ruin, and as thiey look
round upon their desolated conntry, and
their blasted prospects—as they see the
weeds growing over the graves where tl
flower of Southern youth and chivalry li
sleeping—as they fecl the deep oppressio
of ruined ll(')l)(’hl and broken hearts, thes
ery in weariness and despair of soul, as {.)
merly they eried angrily and defiantly, ““jo
us alone.”

The resulls of the extensire observali
the officer inquestion differ entively fron
numerous i'f‘;-:'e‘h‘r'.f.*:‘r.'(t'unx we feave lead i
North, that the Sowthern people are still der
cend

anel contumacions, still pregant witl
a‘ju’:'a"l‘ r.{f" f'!'uJH'.;:HHf. stell aniawire ol the
| arerthrown aned stll determived |

| it the Norvthern purpose, e give the 7

' We s
certain that if any one takes the trouble to
{ investigate the grounds on which assertions
| of this kind are based, he will generalls
{ find them extremely dubious and frequent
| ly extremely ridiculous, If it is reported
for example, that a black man gets Killod
in a eelee somewhere in Georgia, we al
once see elaborate arguments that the re
bel spirit is still rampant in that State. 11
it be published that some white or hlael
rascal gets whipped by orvder of a Nortl
Carolina court, in accordaunce with a i
'which has been in force there {u
over iwo Thundred and fifty v

we are ot once told that this ancic
State should be degraded to a Tervitory
If a Mississippi newspaper, printed on iy
gy paper in some foolish fellow’s sl
speaks of the Yankees as “* elock-mukers,”
or ““slab-sided ' nezro-lovers, w.
once sea it demonstrated that the M
sippians are unfit to be represented in Coi
grreas, amd thint o people so lost to all sonsoe
of decency are fit only to be ruled by the
iron rod of General Butler. We appeal to
the records of the entire past your if argu-
ments such as these have not been used
| daily, and if much of the * statesmansiig

| of our so-called ** statesinen 7 lins not bea
of the hf}'il‘ woe dilustreted and bascd o
such duata as we have given. We confer
rwe should desive to see¢ another order o
| statesmanship brought to the treatment of
'Hllt']l {.fl'v:l( q!lu.‘hl-inuﬂ as now tl\:;::u;-.! Bt
[ ent in this country.

Neither can it be said the refusal of
Sowth 1o ratify the Constitutional Awivnci
caonlrorvenes in i ey thiese veprescalitliti
the broken spirit and political  apatliy of
For it is but fair that we shonbd
give consideration to the reasons which
they themselves allege for this rejeciion
and though we may not regard them
conclusive either in a moral of political us
| pect, yet we must have respect for the foet
| of their weight in the minds of the popnls-

tion of a wust section of our conniry, |
| there appear to be at least a withered ren-
nant of o once full blown pride in their re-
fusal to ratify a measure to which we know
they will snbmit if the North imposes it, we
must remember how often a little pride will
linger amid ruin, and where ull ¢lse is gone.
If it seems foolish in them to refuse to take
part in disabling those whom we have des
ignated as leaders in rebellion, we must re
member that they do not reward them in
the same light as we do, and, moreover,
that if they will not put their own hand to
the deed of disablement they will put no
bar to onr enforcing it to its fnll extent,
Dislike as they may onr policy, suffer
may by onr legislation, they have neitho
the power mor the disposition to resi!
them.

Wa believe it will be years before (i
Southern veople rise out of this apritlie ti
and supine condition. We believe it isiuth
power of Congress to fix them in that co
dition, and to sow at the same time the
of aerimonious feeling for the future, Aud
we believe that only generosity and ma;
nanimity of treatment will save them from
a misfortnne which would not only be i
aging to themselves, but exceedingly (s
ging to the entire country and all its inter
ests.

Important to Tobacco Chewers antd Smo-
kers.

1f what is said by the Philadelphia /77
below be true, and we have no reason o
doubt it, we imagiue that Philad Iphia i
about the only city in the Union when
such a scandalous trade wonld be tolerated
The Press says :

Everybody who is in the strects ut « luf
hour of the night or early in the morning
may notice individaals about the frountsol
restaarants, hotels and bar-rooms, ot
ing from the streets and gutters the st
of cigars that have been swept ou
emptied from spittoons, and will wounde
what possible use®can be made of then
For the benetit of pipe-smokers and tob:e

chewers we can give some inform
on that sabject. Theie are a numbel
establishments in this city to whicl this
thy refuse is taken and sold, and where
goes through the following process: I!
washed, dried in the sun or overa |
placed in a small mill and ground, andthe
neatly pnt up in small packages and
| as & superior (unality of fine-cut chew
|and smoking tobacco of varions fane
brands. The quantities of ** old sobdiers,
| as the boys call them, thus gathered, 1
modeled and sold every day, is alimost 1
credible. The general gquality of
bacco which goes through this proc
said to be excellent.

{
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"Thad Stevens proposes to destroy the
State of Maryland, which never did secedr.
Stephens failed to offer the city of 1'11‘1*'
n as a “Cliristmas gift” to the Irish i
| publie.

| It was a Scotch woman who said that the
Thursday, added twins to the | butcher of her town only killed half a beast
Plﬂﬂﬂﬂ{d | at & fime,




